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Board Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 a.m. currently at the County’s North Annex 

due to COVID-19.   Please call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to confirm date, time and location.           

The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation      

District Board of  Supervisors and staff 

would like to thank the                       

Hardin County Commissioners            

for their financial support and dedication 

to soil and water conservation. 

The annual financial assistance from the 

County is matched by funds from the 

State which enables the District to       

continue to provide assistance to Hardin 

County landowners. 

Roger Crowe    Randall Rogers 

    Tim Striker 

Happy New Year from SWCD Staff and 

Supervisors,  NRCS, and ODA Staff   
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Pond Fish Sale 

March 2021 

Calendar of Events  

TREE SALE CONTINUES 

Jan 18     ML King Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

Jan 21 7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

Feb 15 President’s Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

Feb 18     7:30a.m. Board Meeting 

Feb 26     Last Day Tree Sale Orders Taken 

March 18  7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

On behalf of the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Board of       

Supervisors, we would like to congratulate and welcome Shannon Allmon 

as a supervisor.  Shannon will be assuming the term of Jerry McBride, who 

was appointed to the Soil & Water Conservation Commission.  Supervisor 

Allmon’s term will end December 2023. 

Conservation Tillage Club Breakfasts Cancelled 

Fall is upon us and soon winter will be lurking around the corner, which normally would 

mean its Conservation Tillage Club time.  Which brings us to the most used phrase of 

2020 … Due to coronavirus pandemic, we will not be holding our Conservation Tillage 

Club meetings this winter.  We are offering a link to OSU Extensions virtual programming 

as a replacement.  The link is https://agnr.osu.edu/programming.  From here you 

can investigate different topics and programs you might be interested in.  The decision to 

cancel our breakfast meetings was not an easy decision, but one we felt we 

had to make.  When the all clear is given we will look to resume our meetings.   

Thanks for understanding. 

We would like to welcome Jimmy Giannone, the new 

Ohio Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist for Pheasants Forever 

in Hancock, Hardin, and Wyandot Counties.  Jimmy 

received his  bachelor’s degree from West Virginia  

University in May 2020 as well as an associate      

degree from Hocking College in Natural Resource Law Enforcement in May 

2018.  He grew up on  his family farm that was established in the early 

1900’s in Summitville, Ohio (Columbiana County).  Growing up in an       

environment where both farming, and wildlife management went hand in hand led him to 

pursue this career.  In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his wife and family and 

enjoying the outdoors birding and photographing wildlife.  He also spends as much time 

as he can hunting deer, turkey, and waterfowl. 

WELCOME NEW SUPERVISOR 
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Hardin County NRCS Accepting EQIP Applications 

By Jonjala Jackson, Soil Conservationist 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) is now accepting applications for Ohio’s                

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program which helps producers make conservation work for their land.       

Together, NRCS and producers invest in solutions that conserve natural resources for the future while also   

improving agricultural operations. 

Financial assistance is now available in a variety of agricultural categories such as cropland, forestry, pasture 

operations, and organic.  All available agricultural categories are listed on the Ohio NRCS website at     

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/oh/home/ under “EQIP Application Deadlines”. 

Through EQIP, NRCS provides agricultural producers with financial resources and one-on-one help to plan and 

implement improvements, or what NRCS calls conservation practices.  Using these practices can lead to cleaner 

water and air, healthier soil and better wildlife habitat, all while improving agricultural operations.  Through 

EQIP, you can voluntarily implement conservation practices, and NRCS co-invests in these practices with you. 

Common conservation practices in Hardin County include, but are not limited to Manure Storage  Facility,    

Conservation Crop Rotation, Residue and Tillage Management (No-Till or Strip Till), Cover Crops, Grassed    

Waterway, and Nutrient Management. 

To participate in USDA conservation programs, applicants should be farm or forest landowners or farm         

operators and must meet eligibility criteria.  Eligible agricultural producers can submit an EQIP application at 

any time.  However, the 2021 application submission deadline is January 15, 2021.  Applications submitted   

after that date will be considered in the next funding cycle. 

To learn more about EQIP or other technical and financial assistance available through NRCS conservation   

programs, visit “Get Started with NRCS” on the Ohio NRCS website at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/

nrcs/oh/home/ or call Megan Burgess and Jonjala Jackson at the Hardin County USDA Service Center               

at 419-673-7238, ext. 3 

LAKE ERIE CREP—H2Ohio Water Quality Incentive Program 
 

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a USDA Farm Bill conservation program that offers farmers and 

landowners financial compensation for taking cropland out of production and establishing conservation practices such as buffer 

strips, grasslands, and wetlands to improve water quality for a contract period of 15 years. 
 
 

The new H2Ohio Water Quality Incentive Program is being offered in combination with Lake Erie CREP and provides a one-

time payment of $2,000 per acre for new Lake Erie CREP wetlands and forested riparian buffers (buffer strip with trees) to help 

improve water quality in the Lake Erie watershed.  More wetlands and forested riparian buffers will help reduce phosphorous 

runoff into Lake Erie.  Both conservation practices are on the H2Ohio top 10 list of phosphorus reduction practices. 
 

 

Eligibility Requirements:  
 

 

Wetlands: $2,000 per acre                             Forested Riparian Buffers: $2,000 per acre 

                                

   -  Land must be eligible for Lake Erie CREP    -  Eligible practice—Riparian Buffer CP22 

   -  Eligible practices-Wetland Restoration CP23&CP23A            -  Must be in the 100-year floodplain                                                                                                

   -  Must receive agricultural drainage from cropland     -  Minimum average width of 100 feet 

      and/or Iivestock manure sources     -  Minimum of 3 acres in size 

   -  Minimum of 1-acre wetland surface area (wetland pool)   -  Agreement length is 14 1/2 year 

   -  Payment provided for wetland pool and buffer                        -  Must follow riparian buffer tree planning plan provided      

      area (up to 4xwetland pool area)                                   by ODNR Service Forester                           

   -  Agreement length is 14 1/2 years 

   -  Must follow wetland management plan provided  

      by ODNR Private Lands Biologist 
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC 

PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING 

BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING 

Jim Legge 

21199 County Road 144            419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326             567-674-5076 

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 

Winter 2021  

 

Support our advertisers!  (Pages 3, 4, 5)    
They make this newsletter possible. 

 

419-674-7308 

Supervisors 

937-354-2851 

CHRIS KURT—CEO 

Gary & Carol Oates 

Kenton, Ohio 

 

Supervisors 
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CROOKS & SONS 

2020 Conservation Tour 
 

A Conservation Tour was held on Thursday, October 29, 2020 from 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  The tour included 

conservation stops highlighting the following:  tree planting, wetlands, animal waste storage, secondary    

containment structure, pipe drop structure, surface drain, main tile repair, grass waterway, and a tour at the 

Belle Center Wind Farm.  Even though it was a wet and cold day, the tour was a SUCCESS! 

                            Waterways                   Manure Storage & Secondary Containment      Belle Center Wind Farm 
 

                                       

Can you spot THE BEAR hiding 

in a crowd of reindeer? 

That’s right-a lone bear has gotten   

himself in a crowd of Santa’s reindeer! 

On Dasher, on Dancer, on Prancer and 

Vixen! On Comet, on Cupid, on Donner 

and ….SMOKEY?! 

GIVE UP ?  HE’S HERE! 
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STRAW BLANKETS 

Daft Erosion Control, LLC 

 

ADA OHIO 
 

865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243 

SWCD Serving 
Hardin County 
Landowners 
Since 1948 

OVER 139 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
Ask for Keith Kissling  

or Drew Kissling 

Ty Mark 
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You will be notified by postcard as to when and where to pick up your order.  This will normally 
be the middle of April, but weather conditions at the nurseries will determine when the trees 
can be dug and shipped.  Please pick up your order promptly when notified. 

Remember, these plants are 2 to 3 year-old transplants and average 18 to 24 inches in height.  Most   
orders will fit in a regular-sized grocery bag.  We reserve the right to make alterations in packet content if 
orders far exceed the supply. 

TREE CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS  (Hardin County is in Zone 5, Temp  –10° to –15°) 

Species    Type/Zone Color  H/W Growth Rate Spacing 

Whitespire Birch Deciduous/Zones 3-6 Fall: Yellowish/Green 40’/20’ Medium-Fast   20’-30’ 

Sugar Maple Deciduous/Zones 3-8 Fall: Red/Yellow/Orange 60’/40’ Slow-Medium   15’-25’  

Northern Red Oak Deciduous/Zones 3-7 Fall: Red/Yellow  60’/70’ Rapid-Vigorous   15’-30’ 

Swamp White Oak Deciduous/Zones 4-8 Dark Green Leaflets                   60’/60’ Slow                   20’-25’ 

Arborvitae Conifer/Zone 3-7 Green (Evergreen)                   30’/10’ Medium      6’-10’ 

Blue Spruce               Conifer/Zones  3-7 Blue (Evergreen)   50’/25’ Slow     10’-15’ 

Norway Spruce          Conifer/Zones 3-7 Green (Evergreen)                   80’/40’ Medium-Rapid   10’-15’ 

Eastern White Pine     Conifer/Zones 3-8 Bluish-Green (Evergreen) 80’/40’ Rapid                   10’-15’ 

 

Whitespire Birch (Betula platyphylla var japonica) - The Whitespire Birch is best known for its upright 
form, non-exfoliating white bark, dark green leaves and attractive  yellow fall color.  It may 
naturalize by self-seeding and root suckers to form attractive stands and can also be      
effective as a landscape tree or privacy screen along property lines. 
 

Planting Requirements:  The Whitespire Birch grows to a height of 20-40’ and a spread of 
10-20’, at maturity.  This tree grows at a medium to fast rate.  Full sun and partial shade 
are best for this tree, meaning it prefers a minimum of four hours of direct, unfiltered    
sunlight each day.  Soil should remain moist.  It produces showy leaves in April and would 
thrive in naturalized rain gardens. 
 

Potential Problems:  Some weakened birches become very vulnerable to the bronze birch 
borer which kills trees that are stressed by summer heat and humidity. This tree reportedly 
has some resistance to the borer.  Birch leaf miner also cause significant problems.        
Although this gray birch has some susceptibility to aphids, birch skeletonizer and dieback, 
these problems are usually considered to be somewhat minor in comparison to the birch 
borer and birch leaf miner.  Plants stressed by insects seem more susceptible to cankers. 

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)- The Sugar Maple is one of America's best-loved trees.  In 
fact, more states have claimed it as their state tree than any other single species-those 
states being New York, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Vermont.  One of its most prominent 
features is amazing fall color.  As the seasons change, the leaves turn vibrant shades of 
yellow, burnt orange and red. 
 

Planting Requirements:  Full sun and partial shade are best for this tree, meaning it prefers 
a minimum of four hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day.  It grows in deep, well-
drained, acid to slightly alkaline soil and prefers moist soil conditions.  It has a medium to 
fast growth rate, with height increases of anywhere from 13” to more than 24” per year. 
 

Potential Problems:  This tree is susceptible to a range of insect pests, although most do not 
cause serious damage.  A water stressed tree is more likely to attract pests than a healthy, 
well-watered tree.  Symptoms of insect infestation include white webs and rolled leaves, 
and holes in the stalk of leaves.  

Red Oak (Quercus rubra) - A major timber tree of the Eastern and Midwestern United 
States.  Along with Pin Oak, it is also one of the few oaks that is an important shade tree in 
the landscape industry, noted for its brick-red autumn color and its rapid and vigorous 
growth rate.  Reaching 60 feet tall by 70 feet wide when found in the open under urban 
landscape conditions, it may grow taller and more  massive in the wild. 
 

Planting Requirements:  Red Oak prefers moist, deep, rich, well-drained soils of slightly 
acidic pH. It adapts readily to dry soils of acidic, neutral, or slightly alkaline pH (some    
specimens develop chlorosis in high pH soils).  It thrives in full sun to partial sun (but is 
shade tolerant in youth). 

Deciduous trees: 

 

 

Order Deadline 

February 26 

Limited supply! 

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District 

2021 Tree Sale Order Form/Ordering Information 

These trees are offered as a low cost source of plant materials for wildlife, timber     
plantings, windbreaks, and other conservation uses.  They are available to anyone    
without restriction.   Because of their low cost, we cannot furnish replacements, nor can 
we mail or deliver the packets. 
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Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) - Arborvitae is found throughout eastern Canada, New      
England, and the northern states of the Eastern United States.  While it is primarily found in 
Ohio in urban landscapes, where it often thrives in dry, alkaline soils, it occurs in greatest 
abundance in the wilds of Ohio when found near acidic bogs.  When found in the open,        
non-compact forms may reach 30 feet tall by 10 feet wide. 
 

Planting Requirements:  Arborvitae performs best in moist soils of alkaline pH, but is very 
adaptable to poor soils that are rocky, sterile, dry or wet, and of neutral to acidic pH.  It can be 
planted just about anywhere there is full sun to partial sun, with minimal aftercare.  It is found 
in zones 3 to 7 in full sun to partial sun, but does not thrive in the southern part of its range. 
 

Potential Problems:  The lower foliage and twigs of Arborvitae can also be significantly sheared 
back in winter by deer browsing, and the flexibility of the softwood and its strong tendency to 
be multitrunked make it a prime candidate for snow and ice damage.  Otherwise, Arborvitae is 
a healthy and vigorous shrub and tree. 

Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea punges glauca) - Planted throughout the United States and 
Canada as an ornamental evergreen, including all of Ohio.  Most trees may easily reach 50 feet 
tall by 25 feet wide at the base, although in the wild much taller specimens are commonly 
reached.  Perhaps no other evergreen tree is as cherished for home landscapes as Blue Spruce. 
 
 
 

Planting Requirements:  Colorado Spruce prefers moist, acidic soils that may be organic, 
sandy, or loamy; the soils must not be poorly drained or wet.  It is also adaptable to a variety 
of less than favorable conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or  
alkaline pH. 
 
 

Potential Problems:  Colorado Spruce is generally a healthy tree, and like most spruces, it    
suffers needle damage due to feeding by various spider mites.  It is especially drought tolerant, 
including young transplants that have been root-pruned into ball and burlap form. 

Norway Spruce (Picea abies) - Found throughout all of Ohio and much of the United States 
and Canada as, perhaps, the most common spruce, rivaled only by Colorado Spruce.  It is 
found as an ornamental tree in urban environments, a windbreak and snow break in both    
urban and rural areas, and occasionally in pure stands for future harvest in forests.  Quickly 
reaches 80 feet height by 40 feet in spread with its medium to rapid growth rate, and adapts 
to a variety of harsh soil and sparse moisture   conditions. 
 

Planting Requirements:  Norway Spruce prefers moist, but well-drained, acidic soils that may 
be organic, sandy, or loamy.  However, it is perhaps the most adaptable common evergreen 
tree to harsh conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH. 
 

Potential Problems:  Norway Spruce is generally a very healthy tree, even under harsh        
conditions. 

White Pine (Pinus strobus) - Widely distributed throughout eastern North America, including 
all of Ohio.  Commonly transplanted today as a landscape evergreen tree, and is also sold as a 
cut Christmas tree.  Also known as Eastern White Pine, this towering evergreen easily grows to 
80 feet tall by 40 feet wide (or larger) under optimum conditions, with a rapid growth rate.  Its 
shape is upright pyramidal when young, but becomes irregular with maturity. 
 

 

Planting Requirements:  White Pine performs best in evenly moist, rich, well-drained, acidic 
soils in full sun. 
 

Potential Problems:  In spite of thriving in many natural settings, White Pine is very susceptible 
in urban settings to alkaline soil pH (causing chlorosis, resulting in yellowing of the needles and 
stunting of growth), winter salt spray, air pollution, compacted clay soils, and poor water 
drainage.  Young transplants and saplings are also subject to deer and rabbit browsing in any 
setting. 

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) The Swamp white oak is a striking tree with attractive 
peeling bark, especially on young trees, resembles that of the white oak.  The leaves are broad 
ovoid, 12-18 cm (4-3/4-7 in) long and 7-11 cm (2 –3/4 -4-1/4 in) broad, always more or less 
glaucous on the underside, and are shallowly lobed with five to seven lobes on each side,     
intermediate between the chestnut oak and the white oak. In autumn, they turn brown, yellow-
brown, or sometimes reddish, but generally, the color is not as  reliable or as brilliant as the 
white oak can be.  The fruit is a peduncled acorn, 1.5-2 cm (5/8-3/4 in) ) rarely 2.5 cm or 0.98 
in) long and 1-2 cm (3/8-3/4 in) broad, maturing about 6 months after pollination.  The leaves 
have a two-tone appearance, dark green on top with a silvery-white underside.  It grows     
rapidly and can reach 60 to 80 feet (18 to 24 meters) tall with the tallest known reaching 9ft 
and can live up to 285 years.  Transplants well.  Seasonally loses leaves. 
   

Planting Requirements:  The swamp white oak matures to a height of 50-60 feet and width of 
50-60 feet. This tree likes full sun (6 hours direct light daily) and grows well in zones 4, 6, 7, 8.  
It prefers acid soil, moist and well-drained.  Tolerates dry sites, occasional drought, wet sites, 
occasional flooding, alkaline soil, clay soil, road salt.  Planting sites include residential, parks, 
city parkway, wide median, or restricted sites. 
 
 

Potential Problems:  Prune oaks in the dormant season to avoid attracting beetles that may  
carry oak wilt.  Disease, pests, and problems: anthracnose, occasional powdery mildew,     
chlorosis in high pH soils, and  insect galls. 
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TREE PACKETS Approx. 

Size 

No. of Trees 

Per Bundle 

 

Total 

DECIDUOUS TREES      

Whitespire Birch ($1.50 per seedling) 18”-24” 10 $15.00   

Sugar Maple ($1.20 per seedling) 6”-12” 10 $12.00   

Red Oak ($1.50 per seedling) 18”-24” 10 $15.00   

Swamp White Oak ($1.50 per seedling) 18”-24” 10 $15.00   

CONIFER TREES      

Arborvitae ($1.50 per 2-1 Transplants) 18”-24” 10 $15.00   

Blue Spruce ($1.70 per 2-1 Transplants) 10”-16” 10 $17.00   

Norway Spruce ($1.50 per 2-1 Transplants) 16-24” 10 $15.00   

White Pine  ($1.50 per 2-1 Transplants) 12”-18” 10 $15.00   

              TOTAL  

 

2021 Tree Packet Order Form  

Order  Deadline—February 26th      Limited supply! 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

 Date    

 Receipt No.   

 Amt. Paid   

 By    

Name  ___________________________________________  Phone  _______________ 

Address  _______________________________________________________________ 

                              Street                               City                        State             Zip 

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/ 


